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Art Deco in Poets Corner

Let’s explore some of the stunning interwar art deco 
apartments in the poetic streets of Elwood. We start corner 
of Mitford and Southey Streets walking towards the Turtle 
Cafe on Ormond Road.

Thomas Ellwood was a Quaker poet who assisted the blind 
John Milton to write Paradise Lost. Elwood’s naming by 
Charles Latrobe inspired 30 more English and Australian 
poet street names in the street triangle of Barkly, 
Tennyson, and Glen Huntly including Wordsworth, 
Tennyson, Dryden, Browning, Ruskin, Milton, Addison, 
Cowper, Spenser, Thackeray, Southey, Lindsay, Byron, 
Goldsmith, Scott , Shelley, Rosetti, Keats, Meredith, 
Coleridge, Burns, Mason and Dickens, Bronte, Marlowe, 
Daley, Gordon and Lawson.



What is Art 
Deco?

THE MEDIUM IS THE MESSAGE!

Art Deco describes design and stylistic changes 
in architecture, fashion, art, graphics and film 
around the interwar years including modern 
materials, new technologies, industrial design 
and clean geometric lines. Architecture styles 
included Tudor Revival, Streamline Moderne, 
Spanish Mission, Jazz Moderne, International, 
Mediterranean and Functionalist.
The boom in Elwood apartments 1920s-1950s 
was itself part of this change based on new 
transport - trams, rail and motorcars - new 
materials and cheaper homes by the sea. 



We begin at  ‘Poets Corner’ on the pointy  intersection  of  Mitford and Southey streets 
amidst a pack of poets: Southey, Dryden, Mitford, Dickens, Milton, Browning, Blessington 
and Ruskin.



POETS CORNER 1939                    38 MITFORD STREET, CNR SOUTHEY

This dominant three story 
walk-up ploughs into the wedge 
of Mitford and Southey like a 
great art deco ocean liner into 
the surf. Note the iron wrought 
name and spearhead rooves.

John Mitford 1782 – 1831), was 
a poet and journalist who wrote 
The Adventures of Johnny 
Newcome.
Mary Russell Mitford (1787 – 
1855) was an English author and 
dramatist.
 
The Voice of Praise (about 
mothers)
There is a lisp, there is an eye,
Where most I love to see it shine,
To hear it speak, to feel it sigh—
My mother! need I say, 'tis thine!
                         Mary Mitford
.



 2 SOUTHEY STREET 

Art deco uses stairwells and glass 
bricks, a new material,  as dominant 
features, here brilliantly rendered in 
white with a projection above. 
Note the strong simple chimney 
extension and projecting roof lines
This is of several 3 storey walk-ups 
around the junction of Mitford, Southey 
and Avoca Venue.
.



THEOROSE - 6A 
SOUTHEY STREET.

Theorose is the combined name of 
furriers Rose and Theodor Dunaev 
who hired  the Lydster brothers to 
build the block of  two storey 
walk-ups. Note cubist forms popular in 
art deco, projecting name and the 
incredible trims around roofline, 
windows and stairwell.

The Vision of the Maid of Orleans by 
Robert Southey
Along a moor,
Barren, and wide, and drear, and desolate,
She roam'd a wanderer thro' the cheerless 
night
Far thro' the silence of the unbroken plain
The bittern's boom was beard, hoarse, 
heavy, deep,
It made most fitting music to the scene.



Inside Theorose, 6A Southey. Modern real estate 
advertising gives us glimpses inside many of these 
buildings.



GLENORE 1940 - 4 
SOUTHEY STREET

Wow! Take in all  these geometric 
lines: horizontal, vertical, curved and 
triangular! And how well built is this? 
Is it really 80 years old?

Do you know who wrote Three 
Bears? Robert Southey (1774 – 
1843) was an English poet of the 
Romantic school, and Poet Laureate 
from 1813. 

ONCE upon a time there were three 
Bears, who lived together in a house 
of their own in a wood. One of them 
was a Little, Small, Wee Bear; and 
one was a Middle-sized Bear, and 
the other was a Great, Huge Bear. 
They had each a pot for their 
porridge, a little pot for the Little, 
Small, Wee Bear; and a 
middle-sized pot for the Middle Bear; 
and a great pot for the Great, Huge 
Bear. 



Inside 1/4 
Southey 
Street 



ESMIA - 5 SOUTHEY STREET. Central stairwell with Mediterranean arch. Wrought iron semi-circular balconies. 
Sunrise leadlight windows.  Garage door shows vehicle ownership has arrived for the common person.

.



9 SOUTHEY STREET - Your house is your castle! 

. 

28 bachelor flats for 
business people designed 
by Arthur Plaisted. Your 
home is your castle. Note 
indented panel between 
octagonal windows ands 
brick strip under roofline.



Numero 21 
SOUTHEY STREET

 The stairwell lettering typifies the 
graphics, typefaces and lettering 
significant to art deco.
Combination of rounded and 
rectangular sections. White 
proejcting render contrasts the red 
exposed bricks. 



4/21 Southey
interior



44 Southey Street, cnr Southey Court

Beam me 
up Scottie!
Starship Enterprize
about to lift.

Low fences create 
powerful horizontal 
lines yet maintain overall 
impact. White render lines 
thrust forward.



Avoca Court 1939-40 One of Australia’s most delightful and intact interwar courts subdivided by the 
Lydster brothers from Windsor.



MONTON - 2 
AVOCA AVENUE 

Note the leadlight doors, the name, 
the porthole to the left of the door 
and the ridged tuck pointed fence.



Monton 2 Avoca 
Avenue, Interior

Just a modest lttle nook.

Note the rended curved fireplace 

with brick trim.



AVOCA LODGE 1940 - 1 AVOCA COURT Note powerful horizontal brick trims and fence lines.



ELNOR 1940 - 3 AVOCA COURT Note the stepped coloured chimney the sweeping horizontal 
bands,  contrasting roof angles and of course the cursive iron sign Elnor



MAIFAE 1940 - 5 
AVOCA COURT 



Somersby, 28 Avoca Avenue and 
Danglow’s Own

A plaque commemorates adjacent 26 Avoca Avenue  
converted to a Jewish Sunday School in 1942 in response to 
the influx of Jewish refugees and later became 3rd St Kilda 
Scout Hall,  a Jewish Scout troop founded  in 1924 known as 
(Rabbi) ‘Danglow’s Own’.

To the memory of those 3rd St Kilda Scouts who made the 
supreme sacrifice 1939-1945
LEST WE FORGET
Service
Be Prepared
Do Your Best

TRY AND LEAVE THIS WORLD A LITTLE BETTER THAN 
YOU FOUND IT     -       BADEN POWELL



 RAJON - 3 TENNYSON STREET 1946/7 - 
INTERNATIONAL STYLE

The minimalist, stark International style was 
popular after world war two. Rajon is a group of 
three 3-story locks centred around a communal 
garden to compensate for limited open space, a 
common art deco feature.
  
   Alfred Tennyson (1809 –1892)
  “Forward, the Light Brigade!”

   Was there a man dismayed?
   Not though the soldier knew
   Someone had blundered.
   Theirs not to make reply,
   Theirs not to reason why,
   Theirs but to do and die.
   Into the valley of Death
   Rode the six hundred.



30 TENNYSON STREET 

There she weaves by night and day
A magic web with colours gay.
She has heard a whisper say,
A curse is on her if she stay
To look down to Camelot.
She knows not what the curse may be,
And so she weaveth steadily,
And little other care hath she,
The Lady of Shalott.    
           Alfred Tennyson



 CAMBERLEY - 17A MILTON 
STREET
Note aztec/egyptian pyramid  motifs on balconies and 
fireplace.

John Milton (1608 – 1674) was a civil servant under 
Oliver Cromwell best known for his epic poem Paradise 
Lost (1667) considered to be one of the greatest works 
of literature.
. 
Where the great Sun begins his state,
Robed in flames and amber light,
The clouds in thousand liveries dight;
While the ploughman, near at hand,
Whistles o’er the furrowed land,
And the milkmaid singeth blithe,
And the mower whets his scythe.                     

 Number 8: “L’Allegro” (1633)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Cromwell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Lost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paradise_Lost


28 MILTON STREET 
Unusual one-story. Note chimney piercing 
roof and staggered roof line.

“On His Being Arrived to the Age of 
Twenty-Three” (1631)
HOW soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth,
Stolen on his wing my three and twentieth 
year!
My hasting days fly on with full career,
But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th.  
John Milton



22.  DEL MONT ROSE - ONE BROADWAY 

Hollywood fascination with 
Moorish and Spanish architecture 
and exotic locations, a hacienda 
in Elwood with pillars, arches and 
sunrise  leadlight windows.



20.  BELMAC - ONE GOLDSMITH  STREET 
(CNR BROADWAY).

Parts of Elwood have a strong 
Mediterranean flavour. Belmac, 
Narooma and Del Mont Rose are 
exquisitely located on or near small 
parks and reserves. Note, roof trim,  
upper verandas, trim below windows 
and aztec motif. 

Oliver Goldsmith (1728 –1774) Irish 
novelist, playwright and poet,
The Deserted Village
The man of wealth and pride
Takes up a space that many poor 
supplied;
Space for his lake, his park's extended 
bounds,
Space for his horses, equipage, and 
hounds:
The robe that wraps his limbs in silken 
sloth
Has robbed the neighbouring fields of 
half their growth



Poets Corner Reserve painted by artist 
Elizabeth Parsons 1885, today Dawkins 
Reserve fronted by Belmac and Del Monte 
Rose



L’ESPOIR - 39 SHELLEY STREET.

Architect James Esmond Dorney

Mary Shelley (1797–1851) was an author 
including the novel Frankenstein. Her 
husband Percy Shelley (1792 – 1822) was 
one of the major English Romantic poets.

I saw the hideous phantasm of a man 
stretched out, and then, on the working of 
some powerful engine, show signs of life 
and stir with an uneasy, half-vital motion. 
Frightful must it be, for supremely frightful 
would be the effect of any human endeavor 
to mock the stupendous mechanism of the 
Creator of the world.



L’ESPOIR - 2/39 
SHELLEY 
STREET.

Just a humble retreat.
Art Deco architecture is 
a symbol of  glamorous 
Hollywood, movies  and 
Los Angeles.
.



L’ESPOIR - 39 
SHELLEY 
STREET.



 43 SHELLEY STREET



Rochelle 67 SHELLEY STREET 

Spanish Mission
and Mediterranean
come together.



Interior Rochelle 67 SHELLEY STREET 

6/67 Shelley Street - sold in
Nov 2017 for $912,000.
With 2 bedrooms, ground 
floor, lock-up garage to a
lucky young couple.



Windermere 49 Broadway

The brilliant Elwood architect James 
Esmond Dorney designed at least 16 art 
deco building in Elwood from the 1930s 
including the brilliant streamlined 
moderne Windermere on the National 
Estate Register.



BURNETT GREY 
INFANT WELFARE 
CENTRE 51 
BROADWAY

This centre named 
for first Elwood 
councillor, Anzac and 
Mayor was converted 
from a residence in 
1950. It supported 
young mothers at a 
time of limited crèche 
facilities and negative 
attitudes to working 
mothers



Alderley Building, Elwood Junction, cnr (34) Glenhuntly and 
Ormond Roads

The landmark Alderley 
Building (1920) by Nahum 
Barnet was a large early 
shopping centre, marked 
by window turrets on each 
corner. Today it houses 
the popular Turtle Café 
and many other 
businesses. 
Two trams once met at 
Elwood Junction.



Surrey Court, 71 Ormond Road
James Esmond Dorney
Tudor Revival

Tudor Revival by 
James Esmond Dorney



● Interior Antigone 
Flats 1937, 34 
Docker Street

James Esmond
Dorney was commissioned
by his mother Marie
Kernan to create this building.
He had nice parents.

Germaine Greer was
born at 2/34 on 29 Jan 1939..
‘Daddy we hardly knew you’.



Interior 2/34 Docker Street  2015. Germaine 
Greer was born here 29 Jan 1939.
‘Daddy we hardly knew you’.



37. Woy Woy 97 Marine Parade 1936 
beside Elwood Canal

Last but not least and not really on 
the route, but a great favourite, 
possibly the first multi-storied, 
Modernist building in Australia.
Note design of year and name. 

Could you ever find a building 
more minimalist? It was the first 
of a great Modernist trend.

Designed by Mewton/Grounds.
Roy Grounds went on to design the 
NGV Gallery.

Pic: Art Deco Society



This walk was assisted by 
kind permission of the Art 
Deco Society Inc from 
their publication ‘Walk in 
Elwood. Apartments of 
Elwood’ by Robin Grow. 

Meyer Eidelson’s Flood, 
Fire and Fever. A History 
of Elwood is also a guide 
to this beautiful suburb. 

https://skhs.org.au/Elwood.htm

https://skhs.org.au/Elwood.htm





































































































