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Discover Melbourne’s history at a glance

The 1920s

This was a period of recovery and expansion after
World War I. With the loss of thousands of men,
women took a larger place in the workforce — in
factories rather than as domestics. Melbourne was
changing with a new building boom and suburban
expansion based on electric-powered trains and trams.

Victoria’s young men leave
Melbourne Docks for the
WWI fields of Europe - many
thousands never to return.
They are commemorated in
the Shrine of Remembrance,
dedicated on Armistice Day
1934.

Motor traffic crowds 1940s Bourke
Street looking east past GPO and
Myer store (on left).

Packing Lifesaver sweets at
MacRobertson factory.

The 1950s

Migrants from post war Europe arrived in great numbers,
Victoria became the most industrialised state of the
Commonwealth. Melbourne hosted the 1956 Olympics and
was reborn as a great cosmopolitan city.

Migrants such as these Pelaco shirt
machinists were pivotal in the
manufacturing boom after WWIL

The Myer Emporium in Bourke Street,
getting into the Olympic spirit in 1956.

Trams, buses, cars and
people throng the
Swanston - Bourke Street
intersection, as they still
do half a century later.

The 1990s

During this decade Melbourne’s cultural institutions were
renewed and rehoused. The Yarra River became a new
focus for social and cultural life with the creation near the
Arts Centre of Southbank and Federation Square, and
new Docklands precincts on the lower river.

Federation Square has
become a meeting place and
a talking point for
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s population reached 500,000 just 50 years
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Marvellous Melbourne - the 1880s

A period of great financial and cultural growth, when
many finely designed buildings were constructed.

after its establishment. Collins Street was the social and
financial centre, and cable tram routes linked the city
with its expanding suburbs. The Heidelberg school of

Melbourne!

change to Melbourne, which was soon overrun with hopeful
gold seekers from all over the world. Many came from the

The discovery of gold in central Victoria brought intense
Californian gold fields, from Britain and Europe, and a

considerable number from China. Melbourne’s became

Australia’s largest and most important city.

The Gold Rush of the 1850s

s core.

From the time of first European settlement in 1835, until the

Early Melbourne
Woiwurrung and Bunwurrung people of the Kulin nation are

the original owners of the area around Port Phillip now

occupied by Greater Melbourne with the Yarra and

Maribyrnong Rivers at the city

such as Tom Roberts,

Arthur Streeton, Charles Conder, Frederick McCubbin,

Clara Southern and Jean Sutherland explored

artists - 7%e City Bushmen

discovery of gold in 1851, Melbourne was a pastoral port

centre. The first settlers

Chinese children in
Little Bourke
Street.

s rural outskirts.
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Stylish people and buildings in

Melbourne!
Collins Street.

Hustle and bustle of
Coles Wharf, 1850s.

s

Melbourne’s organised grid of streets is
evident in this early painting of the city in
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A depiction of Melbourne in 1838 from the south bank near the
original falls looking towards the western hill near William Street.

Bourke Street - 1862, full of cabs
and other horse drawn traffic.

Swanston Street
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Looking from the south bank
of the Yarra - circa 1850.

with the new St.
3 Paul’s Cathedral

People out and about in

circa 1849 from St.

Collins Street - 1870s.

Paul’s Church under

construction.

Bourke St Post Office 1857, soon to

be rebuilt as GPO.

circa 1890.




