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Online Indigenous Tour of 
Black Rock

Share a journey to Half Moon Bay, the ancient 
home of the Boon Wurrung people of the Kulin 
nation.
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Our home Black 
Rock is on the east 
side of beautiful Port 
Phillip Bay which 
has 1,930 square 
kilometres of water 
and 264 kilometres 
of shoreline.

Nerm is the 
Aboriginal name  for 
our  Bay

Nerm



200 years ago 
Black Rock and 
Bangholme were 
bushland where 
koalas, emus, 
kangaroos and 
wombats 
roamed. Now 
there is only a 
strip near the 
beach called 
Beach Park. 



10,000 years ago the Bay was dry 
land through which the Yarra, 
Barwon and Werribbee Rivers 
flowed. The Ice ended and the 
plain on which Aboriginal people 
hunted and gathered was 
flooded.



Before English settlers came 
in 1835, there were 38 
Aboriginal Tribes in Victoria.



In Melbourne are five tribes of 
the Kulin Nation. 

The word ‘welcome!’ in Boon 
wurring is Wominjeka

‘Wominjeka!!

KULIN NATION - 5 Tribes



We respectfully acknowledge the 
Boon wurrung people and the 
traditional owners of other lands on 
which we are located today.







Arriving at  the beach, the bay and the pier. 





And what’s that out there in the water?



An



120 years ago, this wreck was the Cerberus warship, the pride and 
glory of the Victorian Navy. It protected us in the gold rush and is 
still an important part of our history.?



Back to the beach!





                        Can you see Half Moon Bay beach?



Over time people use the same place in different ways. This is a 
postcard 100 years ago. How has Half Moon Beach changed?



activty

The activities that people do also 
change over time. Even the 
clothes they wear. Or dont wear!





The way that people travel to 
our beaches have also 
changed?

What is the difference between 
the two trams?







At the end of the Half Moon Bay  
is Red Bluff Cliffs, millions of 
years old. Some parts of 
geography dont change.



But their uses do. For example, Aboriginal people once used the coloured sands for ‘ochre’ or 
paint.













Black Rock’s oldest House 
1856





So how did the Boon wurrung people use 
the geography of Black Rock?

So how did the Boon wurrung use the geography 
of this place?



The Boon wurrung 
lived close to nature 
and its seasons. As 
many as  eight 
seasons.



Aboriginal people teach 
us that we dont need 
supermarkets around us 
for everything. All sorts 
of tools, food and 
medicine can be 
harvested from the 
geography around us 
every day. .



They used the saltmarsh bush as a vegetable. Can you can fry the leaves today and make chips? 



Can you find warrigal leaves (left) for salads? What about pigface (right ) which has a delicious 
berry?  Its juice is also painkiller for stings such as mosquitos or ants or wasps. 



To make ther houses they used willam or bark. Bark can be used for houses, 
paper, bandages, mattresses, clothes, even nappies! Its fantastic stuff. What 
could you make with bark?



Do you ever go fishing? She-oak pine cones are used for floats or sinkers for fishing. 
Purple Lilly pilly berries are good to eat and make wonderful jam



Lemon gum has a wonderful smell. You can use it for colds and coughs and in tea. Aboriginal 
people use it for smoking ceremonies.



Musical claps sticks are made from wood to use in corroboree dances.



Can you use common matrush to make rope, decorations, 
fish traps and baskets.



Can you eat 
sea lettuce 
from the 
beach.



Can you 
collect 
chewing gum 
from wattle 
trees? 



Can you chip stone like sharp flint or silcrete to make 
knives? Careful!



Could you sue shells for water and hollow out  branches for music?



Could you make clothes from the skins of kangaroos and possums? And eat the 
possum?



Could you use wood from trees can make boomerangs and clubs?



To make their houses they used ‘willam’ or bark. Bark can be used for houses, 
paper, bandages, mattresses, clothes, even nappies! Its fantastic stuff.   Could 
you make something from bark?



Could you use flowers from banksia trees to collect sugar? And the cones to make candles?



What about using fox skins around your neck for special occasions like in the old days?



Could you eat delicious lizards and snakes? Yum!



And there are plenty of birds to catch excdept for chicken? But 
are you fast enough?



Our Geography

Aboriginal people teach us 
that our home is also our land, 
rivers and beaches, our trees 
and flowers, our animals, 
insects and birds. These are 
our home and family as much 
as the house we live in.  

If we look after our coastal 
home carefully, it will look after 
us for thousands of years to 
come.

Will you help us look after 
our home?


