






1 What makes a great school (and 
teacher)? 

The early schools of St Kilda provide fascinating 
insights for anyone interested in schools and how 
our  education system evolved. Prior to 1872 there 
were perhaps fifty schools clamouring for 
students in a loosely regulated system. Many 
quickly failed after a year or two. Others changed 
their names and/or relocated several times 
Teachers often shifted to other schools. Sister 
siblings such as the Goldsteins, Murphys, 
Mouchettes and Garrows banded together to 
teach. Private homes competed with churches and 
entrepreneurs. All one needed to hang out a 
shingle apparently were ‘good references’ but in a 
fashionable suburb like St Kilda it paid to be 
Swiss or French. Secular schools struggled in the 
face of zealous Catholic and Protestant 
congregations keen to bind  the young to the faith. 
This eccentric crowd of auspices ended with the 
radical 1872 Education Act.

Teachers right:  Vida Goldstein, Alfred Deakin, 
Madam Pfund, Presentation nuns from Limerick.



2 TRIUMPH OF THE RADICALS
1872: Free, compulsory and secular education 
introduced in Victoria

At Separation in 1851 Victoria inherited a dual system of education of 
denominational schools run by churches and non-sectarian or national 
schools. Local communities could provide a minimum number of students 
and raise part of the building costs. The government then assisted by 
providing land, financing and paying a teacher’s salary. 

Churches, with their physical and communal structures, had greater ability to 
organise people around education, and so denominational schools 
dominated the education system. This system eventually proved inefficient 
and divisive as the mutually antagonistic Catholic Church and the multiple 
Protestant denominations duplicated schools and services across the 
colony. The gold rush population increase pushed the system to crisis.

In 1872 after a royal commission and two decades of divisive opposition, the 
Victorian Government wrested control of the colonial school system from 
religious denominations and passed the Education Act 1872. The legislation 
made Victoria the first Australian colony (and one of the first jurisdictions in 
the world) to offer free, secular and compulsory education to its children up 
the age of 15. State schools tripled between 1871 and 1876, and church 
schools dropped from teaching most students to less than a quarter.
The other states eventually followed Victoria’s lead.



3 FIRST IN GOD AND MAMMON
Christ Church St Kilda School, 1851, corner Acland Street and Eildon Road
Perhaps the  earliest school in St Kilda was Christ Church School in Acland Street  founded by the Church of England.  During the gold rushes, the teacher abandoned his 
scholars and went to the diggings. The school was without a teacher for about a year and when John Hadfield re-opened the school just two pupils attended on the first 
day.  It later became Common School No. 565 in the 1860s. After the 1872 Education Act, the school became the first St Kilda State school temporarily operating in  St 
Kilda  town hall and then he Wesley Church hall  in Fitzroy Street until St Kilda Primary school was completed in Brighton Road in 1875 with 600 pupils and 12 teachers.  
Hadfield became the highly regarded  headmaster for several decades.  The  former church school  burned down in 1977. In 2013 SKHS restored the school bell to the 
church.



4 MULTIPLE TROUBLES
Wesleyan Methodist Church School 1853 /St 
Kilda Alternative School 1990s, corner 
Fitzroy and Princes Streets, St Kilda

In the early days of settlement at St Kilda, Wesleyan prayer 
meetings were held in private homes including a two-roomed 
cottage near the St Kilda railway station. By the end of 1853 a 
timber schoolhouse was built. In 1888 it was demolished for  a fine 
new brick school that was gutted by a fire possibly squatters in 
1990.. One of the first Wesleyan churches in Victoria opened on 
the site in 1858 made from blue granite with sandstone dressings 
and a slate roof. John King, the survivor of the ill-fated Bourke and 
Wills expedition worshipped here. In 1866 Reverend Daniel 
Draper drowned when the London sank in the Bay of Biscay with 
only 17 out of 263 survivors.The hall was used by the St Kilda 
Alternative School for a time. By the 1990s the church and its 
buildings were in a sorry state. The church was used as a 
photographic studio in the early 1990s but was later unoccupied. 
The church was then converted to flats and is now engulfed by a 
hideous complex of offices and shops despite national estate 
historic values.



5 FOUR SISTERS
Wattle House School, c1863 - 
1888, 53 Jackson Street, St 
Kilda
Early architect Samuel Jackson built his house 
in Jackson Street on eighty acres. It is the oldest 
surviving house in St Kilda. Jackson’s design 
for Wattle House is particularly Romantic, in a 
Picturesque Gothic or Cottage Orneé manner. It 
was one of only 20 houses in St Kilda in 1851. 
In Sophia Matilda Murphy relocated her 
flourishing girls’ school there, one of the first in 
Australia. Oberwyl became a girls’ school also, 
in 1867 and The Priory in the 1880s. 
Eventually, four Murphy sisters conducted the 
school, all emigrated from England, with their 
mother. In 1880 a memorial window was 
installed at Christ Church, St Kilda in their 
honour. In more recent years it was Jacksons 
Manor a backpackers. 
The architect Samuel Jackson and his wife on 
the verandah of the Wattle House, St Kilda, 
c1860 By permission from John Playfoot Fine 
Art Pty Ltd



6 REPUTE AND HEALTH

Collegiate School, High Street 
1853-60

The Collegiate School was established on 10th 
October 1853 by Charles Action Goslett, First 
Academic Scholar, Trinity College, Dublin with the 
support of the Anglican Church. Its first premises 
were in High Street just uphill south of the 
Junction, on the east side. It was later to move to 
the corner of Fitzroy Street and the Esplanade.

In 1860 Goslett was forced to close the school 
due to financial difficulties. Subsequently he 
taught at Melbourne Grammar and later as 
headmaster at Christ Church School.



7 SWALLOWED

Alma Road Grammar School August 
1875 - Dec 1886, ‘Lansmere’ 56 Alma 
Road

‘Grammar’ schools aspired  to prepare students for 
the entrance exams for melbourne University. Later 
Lansmere 56 Alma Road. Edward Littlejohn 
Backhouse began holding classes in his father's 
house in mid 1875. A year later it was trading under 
the title Alma Road Grammar School. In 1880 
Edward decided to join his brother at Mornington 
Grammar and the school was taken over by H B de 
la Poer Wall until the end of 1885. Gordon 
Robinson took over as principal the following year. 
Then in November of 1886 Lansmere was put up 
for sale by the landlord. Miss Hatchell Brown 
purchased the freehold and established The Priory 
Girls School in February 1887.



8 QUALITY YOUNG LADIES

The Priory Girls School 
1887-1913, 61 Alma Road 

The Priory was one of several girls private boarding, or 
day schools in St Kilda, including Oberwyl 
(1867-1931, and Wattle House (1863-80). Hofwyl 
House Academy (1862-1920) is the only known St 
Kilda private school in the nineteenth century, open for 
boys. These schools were fee-paying and received no 
government funding, or controlling interference. This 
building was constructed in 1890 in American 
Romanesque style, the first residence in this style in 
Victoria. 
 In 1886 Miss Hatchell  Brown purchased two 
adjoining houses in Alma Road, ‘Lansmere’ and 
‘Sherwood Cottage’ where she established The Priory 
Girls School. ‘Lansmere’ had been used as the home of 
Alma Road Grammar since 1875. ‘Sherwood Cottage’ 
was demolished to make way for this building, which 
was used as the headmistress’s residence and also for 
boarders.
Miss Brown was a teacher who had previously been 
one of the senior staff at the private girls school at 
‘Oberwyl’.



9 QUALITY YOUNG MEN. 
DISAFFECTED TEACHERS

Cumloden College 1891- 1905, 
195-201 Alma Road, St Kilda East  
(either side Wilgah Street, just east of St 
Kilda Cemetery 
C1890 Cumloden villa was leased to William 
Martin Burn, a senior master at Melbourne 
Grammar. In 1891 a group of disaffected 
masters lead by Burn established Cumloden 
College. tCumloden was very successful both  
academically and activities. Graduates include 
Lord Casey (1890-1977), Sir Archie Michaelis 
(1889-1975), the sons of Sir Lauchlan 
McKinnon, the surgeon Balcombe Quick 
(1883-1969), the cricketer Warwick Armstrong 
(1879-1947) and the architects Rodney Alsop 
(1881-1932) and Kingsley Anketell Henderson 
(1883-1942). Burn retired in 1905 due to ill 
health and the school closed with many pupils 
transferring to Scotch College or Melbourne 
Grammar. In 1906 the grounds were leased to 
the Anglican Church as St John's Theological 
College. In 1920 the property was sold for 
subdivision. Image: Cumloden Football team 
1903.

https://www.stkildahistory.org.au/component/k2/item/70-cumloden-villa-195-201-alma-road?Itemid=167


10 ACADEMIC ROYALTY

Oberwyl. Cnr Princes and 
Barkley St, 1867 - 1931



11 Oberwyl. Cnr Princes and 
Barkley St, 1867 - 1931
In 1867 Swiss art patron Elise Tschaggeny later 
Madame Elise Pfund established a highly regarded 
girls’ boarding school. She named it Oberwyl after 
her Swiss village. Her husband was James Pfund, 
Surveyor General of Victoria.  Elise was a 
significant artist and important patron of  Tom 
Roberts who painted her portrait in 1887 (now 
NGV).  From 1885 Oberwyl Ladies’ College was 
run by French poet and painter Madam Berthe 
Mouchette and her sister Marie Lion. Joan Lindsay 
was a student. The sisters founded  Alliance 
Française  at Oberwyl, were socially connected to 
Governor Sir Henry Loch and entertained on a 
grand scale. In 1898, Misses Garton and Henderson, 
who ran  Kalimna in Acland Street, purchased 
Oberwyl.  Kathleen and Violet Dickens, 
grand-daughters of Charles Dickens were 
pupils.The St Kilda Conservatorium of Music 
occupied part of Oberwyl, Oberwyl became  the 
home of the five Garton sisters. The Garton family 
had owned it for almost a century before it was sold 
in 1996. In 2016 it sold for $4.69m



12 TROUBLEMAKERS

Goldstein sisters’ co-educational 
preparatory school c1892-1898, 
131-3 Alma Road
Vida, Aileen and Elsie Goldstein, ran a 
co-educational preparatory
school for six years from 1892.  A year earlier 
Vida had assisted her mother Isabella in collecting 
some of the 33,000 signatures for
the women's suffrage ‘Monster’ petition. She 
became prominent as an international campaigner 
for women's rights and other social reforms.  Vida 
ran for parliament five times. An ardent pacifist 
during World War I, she helped found the 
Women's Peace Army, an anti-war organisation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacifism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_Peace_Army


13  SCHOOLS IN  THE PUB 

Queens College, 1860-1862 Old Carlton 
Family Hotel, 55 Acland Street, cnr Robe 
Street. Today private residence.
Sudgen’s Folly in 1858 was a failed hotel with three 
storeys, bricks on bluestone foundations with thirty rooms 
as well as a kitchen, coach house, harness room and 
hayloft. In Dec 1860 it was leased to William P Bonwick, a 
teacher who opened a school in the gloomy hotel until 
1862 when it reverted to a pub.  

St Kilda Grammar 1857, later St Kilda 
Scotch College, Old Pembroke Inn, 54 
Acland Street, cnr Fawkner Street. Today 
the Dog’s Bar.



14 Hofwyl House Academy/Queens 
College, 188 Barkly Street, 
1862-1878

Carmel Court, an unpretentious 1930s two-storied cream 
brick block of 13 flats fronted with five early shops hides an 
early purpose-built private bluestone school and brick 
residence built by James Bonwick. Bonwick (1817-1906) 
was an extraordinary and tirelessly entrepreneurial figure: 
teacher, author, historian and anthropologist.  He built and 
operated the private school here, the Hofwyl House 
Academy, from 1862.  It never received any government 
funding, but became very prosperous, with an enrolment of 
over 150 boys. The brick building, also behind the flats, 
presumably Bonwick’s residence was built 1865-66 and the 
ten-roomed Gothic bluestone school 1866-67.  Later, a rear 
brick wing was added.  Bluestone buildings are rare south of 
the river, due to cartage costs of the stone from the western 
suburbs. No other non-denominational boys’ private school is 
known in St Kilda, but the Priory, Oberwyl and Wattle House 
operated as private schools for girls.

In 1869, Bonwick travelled to England, making the mistake 
of leaving the school in the charge of his son, William.  He 
soon mismanaged the school and Bonwick had to return to 
arrange a lease of the school operation in 1871.  Later, it was 
known as Queens’ College. operating as a private school into 
the twentieth century.  





16 Scotch College St Kilda 
1878-1902, 168-172 Barkly Street

James Bonwick met  Alexander Gillespie on 
his return voyage to Australia in 1871 and 
offered him a job at his Hofwyl School, St 
Kilda. Gillespie taught there from March to 
October 1871, then purchased the school's 
goodwill and furniture, and leased the 
building from Bonwick for seven years. The 
school continued to trade as Hofwyl 
School/House until July 1878. In 1878 
Gillespie purchased Dashwood House, 
168-174 Barkly Street. In July that year the 
school was advertised as St Kilda Scotch 
College. . After the school's closure, 
Gillespie continued to live in the house with 
his family.

Alexander died on Saturday 30 November, 
1924. He was survived by his widow, four 
sons and four daughters. His widow 
Margaret died on 27 March 1936 in her 92nd 
year. The house was demolished in 1936r so 
that the property could be sold as a 
development site on 9 December 1936.



17 State School No 1479, St Kilda 
(Brighton Road) - packing them in
Development of St Kilda Primary school reflected the colonial 
government’s increasing intervention in primary education. At 
the end of 1873, the new Education Act  was enforced in 
Victoria. Education (at least up to age 15) was free (in most 
subjects), compulsory and secular. The government began a 
massive building programme to cope with the dramatic 
increase in students. Amazingly, about a third of all 
nineteenth century Education Department schools were built 
1873-75.
The Presbyterian Church Denominational School No 584 
in Inkerman Street 1856. Its average attendance rose to 178 
pupils.  The new Education Department leased it for a year 
and opened State School No 1479, St Kilda (Brighton Road) in 
January 1875.
Another precursor was a school opened by the 
seventeen-year old William Cox on 24 February 1855 in a 
five-roomed timber house in Neptune Street.   In received 
government funding as a National school described as one of 
the best schools in the colony. Its 170 pupils were eventually 
accommodated in Brighton Road. 

The new State School gained a progressive reputation under 
the decades-long leadership of head-teacher John Hadfield 
(1875-88) who came from Christ Church School.

There was overcrowding with a huge initial enrolment of 604 
pupils, necessitating employment of 12 teachers. Image by 
Sidney Nolan former pupil 1940 of the playground.

Origins St Kilda Primary School (Brighton Road) No. 1479, 
Brighton Road, St Kilda



18 CONFLICT - WHOSE CHURCH IS IT?

All Saints’ Grammar School 1871 - 1937, 
cnr Dandenong Road and Chapel Street 

All Saints’ Grammar School was founded in 1871 in the grounds of 
All Saints Anglican  Church (1861). ‘Grammar’ schools aspired  to 
prepare students for the entrance exams for Melbourne University. 
However one  of the conflicts in church schools was competition for 
use of space which proved the undoing of this school..  The church  
was a very fashionable place to be married including families such as 
Bunny, Chirnside and Berry. Alfred Deakin taught there for eighteen 
months while attending evening law lectures. The dynamic reverend 
Charles Zercho commenced as headmaster in 1913. By 1919 there 
were 190 pupils but the church opposed  the space given to the school 
including Gregory Hall.  Zercho planned to buy Linden for extra 
space. The church forced his resignation despite support  from staff, 
parents and students. The school ceased as a secondary school in 1928 
A polio epidemic in 1937 finally forced closure. In all, 2500 pupils 
attended All Saints’ Grammar, many becoming eminent in various 
fields including eminent soldiers, surgeons, writers, judges and 
missionaries.  The school also had an ex- pupil, Bob Walker, who 
became a murderer. 



 19  A RADICAL EXPERIMENT

Ardoch High School  
1977-92/Ardoch Education 
Centre, 226-36 Dandenong Road

An innovative school with an emphasis on 
disadvantaged and homeless youth opened in 
1977. The Education Department purchased 53 
old style apartments around for conversion to a 
350-student school. In 1988 it merged with 
Windsor Technical to become the dual campus 
Ardoch-Windsor Secondary College. In 1992, the 
Kennett government’s ‘rationalisation’ closed the 
school, relocating pupils to Windsor Secondary 
College Campus. The apartments were sold. The 
buildings were added to the Victorian Heritage 
Register in 1993.
 Today the Ardoch children’s education charity 
focuses on improving educational outcomes for 
children and young people in disadvantaged 
communities. 135 schools and learning centres are 
supported.



20  289 YEARS - LOST IN 2021 

Christian Brothers College St Kilda 1878-2021, 11 
Westbury Street.
Presentation College 187 Dandenong Road

Two local Catholic colleges with 289 years of combined history  will cease to 
operate under their names in 2021. Boys' school Christian Brothers College St 
Kilda and girls school Presentation College 187 Dandenong Rd  will merge into 
co-ed St Mary’s College.  CBC opened in 1878. Presentation opened in 1874 and 
was the state’s second-oldest Catholic girls' school. Once a prep-to-year-12 school 
with boarders, it had just 466 students last year. The new school will incorporate 
both campuses and have about 450 boys and 90 girls. Presentation College, 
Windsor shocked families last year when it announced it would shut at the end of 
2020 because of sliding enrolments. Neighbouring CBC St Kilda then invited 
Presentation students in years 10 and 11 to complete their secondary education 
there. . While many Presentation students have departed for schools including Sacre 
Coeur, Star of the Sea, Firbank and Prahran High, some stayed on and will become 
St Mary’s College students. Single-sex schools have fallen out of favour. In the 
decade to 2018, Victorian student numbers rose 15 per cent while enrolments at 
private girls' schools rose 2.4 per cent and boys' schools 4.2 per cent. 



21 A CLOSING CHAPTER IN A 147 YEAR SAGA? 
On 21 Dec 1873 Presentation sister Mother Paul Mulquin and six other sisters from Limerick Ireland arrived in St Kilda. They were answering a 
request from Fr James Corbett, St Kilda parish priest of St Mary’s East St Kilda, who wrote “From the ends of the earth I write to you for help…”  The 
Victorian Education Act of 1872, had ended funding for independent schools. Without volunteer help, the schools would not survive. Many students 
were from poor Irish immigrant families. In 1875 the girls moved to the Presentation College site. The boys had to wait until the arrival of the Christian 
Brothers in 1878.



Thanks everyone for participating in our online walk today. 
We look forward to seeing you at our future walks in 2021 

Bookings on City of Port Phillip website. Search internet 
Guided Walks in Port Phillip or 

https://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/explore-the-city/history
-and-heritage/things-to-do/guided-walks-in-port-phillip


